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The Roles of Women during the Revolutionary Period

Introduction

Women have been isolated from the war front for a considerable length of time notwithstanding the pervasiveness of war in America. Western customs stipulates that ladies are not made of war but rather to carry out errands, like cleaning, sewing, cooking, raising children and maintaining their family. In Revolutionary Mothers, the author, Carol Berkin indicates that the Revolutionary war involved active participation in both men and women. They both ensured that American is liberated by sacrificing their comforts (Berkin p.5). Berkin suggests that women played a significant role in the war despite the common misconception in a variety of historical narrative that suggests men were the only individuals that participated in the battle. Hence, this document discusses the role women played during the American Revolution, and how their positions changed. Also, how the book has changed my perception regarding how the Revolution War was fought and won will be addressed. 

The Role of Women in the Revolutionary War

Women played a significant role in encouraging their husbands to participate in the war and ensured that they remained there until America got its freedom. For example, a Philadelphian woman confessed to having written a letter to an officer in Boston telling him of her fears of being disappointed by her brother who may run away from the war. Another woman from New Jersey indicated to have sent a letter to her husband encouraging him it is better to participate in the war and die on the field than being a coward and running away (Berkin p.30). While supporting the man to stay in the fight, they devoted their time to participate in agriculture to make sure that the soldiers had enough food to keep them healthy and full of energy and the society as a whole was healthy. Even though the armies confiscated some of their agricultural produces and livestock as well as forcing some women to destroy their properties (Berkins p.35), women continued to be the spies of the soldiers while playing their economic role. For example, these women suffered in the hands of the armies by being raped, but they persevered all these. 

Berkin further indicates that after the revolution started, women played a significant role in participating in the protest against taxation. Not only did the women involved themselves in the war through the protest, but they offered other services like preparing their husbands, sons, and brothers while traveling for the battle with the army. For instance, when women were moving with the military, they served different capacities like being cooks, nurses, and laundresses (Berkin p.43). Women were charming champions to both the army and their male relatives and husbands as they devoted their time and energy to serve the men. They helped the men with their wounds and ensured they are in a good physical state to go back to the war field. 

 
How the Roles of Women Changed During the Revolutionary War

Amid the American Revolutionary between April 19, 1775, and September 3, 1783, Women's lives changed because of opportunities to show their ability in accepting male-dominated duties of providing the necessities to the family and guarding the family properties. 

The revolution war saw ladies fighting for their families while the men were in the war zone. The duty of ladies before the war was to remain at home and take care of their children. Ladies experienced issues in acclimating to their new obligation of giving the essential needs, for example, nourishment and garments to their families (Berkin p.33). It can be noticed that the war saw the cost of products rising, and other necessities, for example, medications, sustenance, and pins that were utilized to sew garments turned out to be rare. Women in South Carolina had to be creative and exhibited their capacity to give the necessities to their family by making tea from herbs, preserved the little food they got with salt and also utilize thistles in place of pins (Berkin p.32)

Ladies amid the Revolutionary war needed to protect their family assets from the intrusion of the military, a duty which was beforehand played by men. The army decimated individuals' properties. In that capacity, ladies needed to conform to this new obligation. A few ladies, for example, Catherine Schiyler while protecting her field of wheat required to set it ablaze as opposed to seeing General John Burgoyne using the wheat (Berkin p.34). 
How my Perception of the War has changed


Before, I shared the opinion that women did not participate much in the American Revolution War. However, after reading the book, I have realized that just as men, women underwent a lot of pain while the men were fighting. They had to endure a lot of pain, murder, and rape only to gain their freedom. Some women willingly gave in to abuse since they had no one to protect them while other chose to fight. For example, Bozarth decided to attack an Indian who tried to rape her by splitting his head with an axe (Berkin, p.41). This is a demonstration of the pain women had to endure for their land to be liberated.

Conclusion

Women played a significant responsibility amid the Revolutionary War. Other than their protective duties at home, they were constrained to give the necessities to the family, and take care of their men at the war zone. Likewise, they were raped and killed while working as spies but they had to endure all the pain to attain their freedom.

Works Cited

Berkin, Carol. Revolutionary mothers: women in the struggle for America's independence. Alfred a Knopf Incorporated, 2005.
